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myself. Regarding them all around, I advanced on;
but my feet became each as heavy as a hundred mans.1
Whenever I gazed on one of those lovely women, my
heart was unwilling to proceed farther. On one side
[of the saloon] a screen was suspended, and a stool set
with precious stones was placed near it, as well as a
chair of sandal-wood; the female servant made me a
sign to sit down on the [jewelled] stool; I sat down
upon it, and she seated herself on the [sandal-wood
chair]; she said, " Now, whatever you have to say,
speak it fully and from the heart/'

I first extolled the princess's excellent qualities, also
her justice and liberality; I then added, that " ever
since I have entered the limits of this country, I saw
at every stage accommodations for travellers and
lofty buildings; and found everywhere servants of all
grades appointed to attend upon travellers and neces-
sitous persons. I have likewise spent three days at
every halting place, and the fourth day, when I wished
to take my leave, no one said with good will, " You may
depart/' and whatever articles and furniture had been
[applied to my use] at those places, such as chequered
carpets,2 &c., &c., I was told that they were all mine,
and that I might either take them away or lock them
up in a room, and put my seal on it; that, should it
be my pleasure, whenever I came back I might take
them away. I have done so; but the wonder is, that
if a lonely pilgrim like me has met with such a

1 The many commonly called "maund," a measure of weight, about eighty
pounds avoirdupois.

2  It is needless "here to enumerate the stores of various articles detailed
in the original, as they will all be found in the vocabulary.